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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and 

security in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as 

well as like-minded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The 

mutual collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from 

partners nations positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a 

comprehensive effort by the Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in 

better understanding of the maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security 

threats are monitored on a daily basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-

IOR website, the maritime security analysis culminates in the form of monthly MMSU. The maritime security 

incidents for the duration of 01 May – 31 May 20 have been categorised under the following heads:-  

    (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery    (b) Maritime Terrorism               

    (c)  Contraband Smuggling                             (d) Irregular Human Migration                                                   

    (e)  Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing  (f) Maritime Incidents   

    (g)  Natural Events      (h) Environmental Security 

 

 

A total of 124 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of May 20. Maximum 

numbers of reported incidents were maritime incidents followed by IUU fishing and Piracy & Armed Robbery, 

Contraband Smuggling and Irregular Human Migration. No incident pertaining to Maritime Terrorism was 

reported during the period under review.   

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 

SCOPE 
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* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security 

threat categories for the month of May 20. 

 Piracy and Armed Robbery – There was an increase in incidents monitored by the Centre in the month of   

May 20 with maximum incidents monitored in Gulf of Guinea followed by incidents in various anchorages in South 

China Sea and sea theft/ robberies in Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). While there was an increase in 

kidnapping incidents in GoG leading to kidnap of 11 crew in various incidents, 24 crew who were kidnapped in 

various incidents between Mar to May 20 were released. Proactive actions by the regional enforcement agencies, 

predominantly Nigerian Navy were instrumental in thwarting two incidents including an opposed boarding operation 

leading to safe rescue of crew and vessel. There was a marked increase in sea theft/robberies at various anchorages in 

Indonesia. However, Indonesian Navy was successful in arrest of perpetrators in one incident within five days. Sea 

theft/ robbery incidents in SOMS continue to be higher as compared to corresponding period last year.  

 Contraband Smuggling – There was an overall decrease in the number of drug seizures reported, especially in 

Northern Arabian Sea and South of Sri Lanka as these regions saw major seizures in last few months. Major drugs 

which were seized in IOR included Hashish, Cannabis, Methamphetamine and Khat. There was an increase in the fuel 

smuggling cases reported off Vietnam, Malaysia, Oman and Yemen which may be attributed to stringent law 

enforcement being undertaken due to prevailing circumstances as well as to evade local taxes. Other incidents 

involved cigarette smuggling off Malaysia and Djibouti. 

 IUU Fishing – IUU fishing incidents generally remained similar to the numbers over last few months with 

greater number of local IUU incidents reported as compared to poaching undertaken by foreign fishermen. Local 

arrests were mainly on charges of using illegal methods for fishing like banned nets, explosives, bottom trawling, 

superlights etc. Poaching incidents were reported in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Iran. 

 IHM Incidents – IHM incidents were reported predominantly in the Mediterranean followed by Malacca Strait 

and Bay of Bengal. As compared to Apr 20, there was a slight decrease in IHM incidents in the Bay of Bengal region 

which may be attributed to decrease in the movement and stricter border regulations enforcement due to COVID-19. 

However, Rohingya migration incidents continue to be reported despite the occurrence of cyclones in Bay of Bengal. 

  Maritime Incidents – A large number of SAR operations and Medevac were reported in IOR undertaken by the 

regional maritime agencies which led to rescue of 168 seafarers. Super cyclone Amphan formed in Bay of Bengal in 

May making a landfall in eastern part of India and Bangladesh. World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) lauded 

the India Meteorological Department (IMD) for providing timely information and accurate prediction of the cyclone.  

 Various advisories to maritime community released by IMO and India’s Director General Shipping (for shipping 

in Indian Ocean) have been compiled in the last section of MMSU for the benefit of maritime community. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

A total of 25 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the 

month of May 20.  Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by anchorages in South 

China Sea. 

Increase in incidents in GoG.  There was a marked increase in the number of reported incidents in GoG with three 

incidents of crew kidnap and one incident of hijack was reported in the area. A total of 11 crew were kidnapped of 

which six were released after almost a month in captivity. However, proactive efforts of Nigerian Navy and regional 

enforcement agencies led to successful aversion of incidents including an opposed boarding operation by Nigerian 

Naval forces leading to safe release of crew from a hijacked vessel as well as arrest of perpetrators.  

Safe Release of Kidnapped Crew in GoG.  Proactive actions by agencies and organisations led to safe release of 

almost 24 crew kidnapped in various incidents between Mar to May 20. 

 Sea Theft/ Robbery Incidents in SOMS.  Reported incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery in Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore (SOMS) continue to be on the rise with three incidents reported in May 20 as was in Apr 20. A total of 15 

incidents have been reported in the SOMS in 2020 which is higher corresponding to the same period last year. 

Increase in incidents in SCS anchorages.  There was an increase observed in incidents onboard vessels at various 

anchorages in South China Sea with majority of incidents (six out of seven) reported in Indonesian anchorages. 

Proactive response by the Indonesian Navy led to arrest of perpetrators in one of the incidents within five days. 

Fired upon incident in GoA.  One incident of weapon firing on an underway tanker was reported off the eastern edge 

of IRTC, Gulf of Aden in May 20. Presence of PAST onboard the vessel foiled the alleged approach by the 

perpetrators. Minor damages to the Bridge of the vessel occurred due to shots fired by perpetrators.  
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in month of May 20:- 

 

 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Port Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 01 May 20.                              (GoG)                                                               

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard an anchored Singapore flagged supply ship off Port 

Luanda outer anchorage, Angola on 01 May 20. The duty officer reported a suspicious noise near the main deck. 

Further investigation led to sighting of a perpetrator. The duty officer alerted other crew and the alarm was raised 

immediately, hearing which the perpetrator escaped in a small motorboat with three other perpetrators. The crew was 

not injured and no items were reported stolen. 

 

 Kidnap/ Off Libreville, Gabon/ 03 May 20.                                                                                                (GoG)                                                               

 

An incident of kidnapping was reported onboard two fishing trawlers, AMERGER II and AMERGER VII, off 

Libreville, Gabon on 03 May 20. Reportedly, the AMERGER II was boarded by 13 perpetrators who came on a speed 

boat approximately 20 nm NW of Libreville. The perpetrators later left the trawler along with some crew members. 

They, reportedly, attacked another trawler AMERGER VII around 30 nm North of the first attack and left the trawler 

with three crew members. In total, six crew members were reportedly kidnapped from the fishing trawlers.  

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Pulau Bintan, Indonesia/ 03 May 20.                                       (South China Sea)                                                               

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Denmark flagged product tanker TORM LOTTE approximately     

30 nm NE of Pulau Bintan, Indonesia on 03 May 20. Reportedly, four perpetrators armed with knives came alongside 

the anchored tanker in a wooden boat.  The tanker was boarded by two perpetrators using a hook attached with a rope. 

The duty crew on rounds sighted the perpetrators and raised an alarm. Reportedly, the perpetrators took the crew’s 

UHF radio before escaping. Subsequently, a search was carried and padlocks in four store rooms were found broken. 

No items were reported stolen.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Muara Berau Anchorage, Indonesia/ 05 May 20.                                           (South China Sea) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Cayman Islands flagged bulk carrier STAR GLORY off 

Muara Berau anchorage, Indonesia on 05 May 20. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed that the forward hatch at the 

forecastle was opened. Upon inspection, it was found that the security padlock was broken and ship’s stores were 

stolen. The incident was reported to the Port Authorities and the local agent. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Moudi Terminal, Cameroon/ 09 May 20.                                (GoG)                                                               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard an underway China flagged crude oil tanker YUAN QIU HU 

off Moudi Terminal, Cameroon on 09 May 20. The vessel informed by VHF radio Ch 16 on being pursued by 

perpetrators onboard a speed boat. The tanker increased her speed and carried out evasive manoeuvres. The Cameroon 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Update 

On 08 Jun 20, the six crew abducted from the two trawlers off the coast of Gabon were released after more than a 

month in captivity. A South Korean national, two Senegalese, and three Indonesians were released and 

subsequently transferred to the diplomatic missions of their respective nations.  

 

 
Incidents off Liberville 

 

Considering a year on year comparison, there has been an increase in the number of incidents off Liberville, 

Gabon in 2020 as compared to 2019. While only three incidents were monitored in 2019, all in the month of      

Dec 19, two incidents have already been reported in 2020. The previous incident occurred on 22 Mar 20 wherein 

seven crew were kidnapped from a container ship TALLIA F approximately 60 nm off Liberville. 
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forces were informed and a patrol boat was despatched for support. Seeing the patrol boat, the speed boat aborted the 

approach and fled the area. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  

 

 Kidnap/ Off Luba, Equatorial Guinea / 09 May 20.                                                                                  (GoG)                                             

 

An incident of kidnapping was reported onboard an Equatorial Guinea flagged Ro-Ro vessel DJIBLOHO off Luba 

anchorage, Equatorial Guinea on 09 May 20. The anchored vessel was attacked by perpetrators who came onboard a 

speed boat. Reportedly, three crew members were kidnapped and taken to an unknown location. The abducted crew 

consisted of two Russians and one Equatorial Guinea national.  

 

 Kidnap/ Off Malabo, Equatorial Guinea / 09 May 20.                                                        (GoG)                                                               

 

An incident of kidnapping was reported onboard an anchored Comoros flagged general cargo vessel RIO MITONG off 

Malabo Inner anchorage, Equatorial Guinea on 09 May 20. Reportedly, five perpetrators armed with rifles onboard a 

skiff approached the anchored vessel. The perpetrators boarded the ship and opened fire causing injuries to a few crew 

members. Two crew members were reportedly kidnapped and taken towards Cameroonian waters. The incident was 

reported to the Port Control and a naval ship on MMB channel 16. The naval personnel boarded the ship and 

evacuated the injured crew to a hospital. The kidnapped crew reportedly consisted of Russian and Ukrainian nationals. 

 

 Sea Robbery/ Off Pulau Nongsa, SOMS, Indonesia/ 09 May 20.                                                           (SOMS)  

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard an underway Liberia flagged bulk carrier VEGA AQUARIUS 

approximately 3 nm North of Pulau Nongsa, Indonesia in the Eastbound lane of the TSS in the Straits of Malaacca and 

Singapore (SOMS) on 09 May 20. Reportedly, five perpetrators armed with knives were sighted at the stern deck of 

the ship. The alarm was raised immediately and the crew was mustered at the wheelhouse. A search onboard the ship 

was conducted by the crew members and two sets of breathing apparatus were reported stolen. No perpetrators were 

found onboard. The Master reported the incident to Singapore Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) and a safety 

navigational broadcast was initiated.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Nacala Anchorage, Mozambique/ 10 May 20.                                   (East Africa)                                                               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Saudi Arabian flagged product tanker           

NCC MAHA off Nacala Anchorage, Mozambique on 10 May 20. Reportedly, one perpetrator boarded the anchored 

tanker during cargo operation. The alarm was immediately raised resulting in the perpetrator escaping with his two 

accomplices in the boat. No items were reported to be stolen. 

 

 Sea Theft/ Takoradi Port, Ghana/ 11 May 20.                                            (GoG)                                                               

  
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged bulk carrier WILTON at Takoradi port, 

Ghana on 11 May 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators stole one of the ship’s life raft while she was alongside at the port.  

 

 

Comments.     This was the third incident of kidnapping reported in Gulf of Guinea area in May 2020. The crew of 

fishing trawlers AMERGER II and AMERGER VII were released after 36 days of captivity. However, the release of 

crew of DJIBLOHO and RIO MITONG is not yet known. Russian Embassy in Cameroon stated that the Russian 

sailors abducted by pirates off the coast of Equatorial Guinea are alive, two of them being slightly injured. 

Hostages are reportedly held captive in Nigeria. Russian Foreign Ministry, in a press briefing on 14 May 20, 

stated that its Embassy in Cameroon is actively working with the authorities of Equatorial Guinea and the 

shipowner company in order to help locate the abducted Russian nationals and secure their speedy release.  

Incidents off Mozambique 

 

This is second incident reported off the Nacala anchorage of Mozambique in 2020. Analysis of incidents observed 

off Nacala anchorage indicate that the attacks are generally low intensity and opportunistic in nature wherein, 

perpetrators target the ships which are generally at anchorage and during dark hours to undertake petty theft. 
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 Sea Theft/ Off Conakry, Guinea/ 13 May 20.                                                                    (GoG)                                                               

 
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier CI YUN SHAN at Conakry Outer 

anchorage on 13 May 20. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by four perpetrators and stole vessel’s properties and 

crew valuables including money. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

 Suspicious Approach/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 14 May 20.                                                                           (GoG) 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard an Italian flagged cargo vessel NIGERI GRANDE 

approximately 100 nm South of Cotonou on 14 May 20. The vessel reportedly observed two skiffs approaching her. 

The vessel increased her speed and altered course, which resulted in skiffs aborting the approach.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Tanjung Piai, SOMS, Malaysia/ 15 May 20.                                                        (SOMS) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard an underway Comoros flagged tugboat DOLPHIN 1 towing barge    

KIM HENG 191 approximately 2nm South-Southwest of Tanjung Piai, Johor, Malaysia in the westbound lane of the 

TSS in SOMS off Tanjung Piai, Johor, Malaysia on 15 May 20. While the tug boat was towing a barge, two 

perpetrators were sighted onboard the tug. Reportedly, the perpetrators stole two mooring ropes and escaped in a small 

craft. The Master reported the incident to Singapore VTIS. A safety navigational broadcast was initiated. The crew 

was reported to be safe.  

 

 Hijack/ Off Abidjan, Cote D’Ivorie/ 15 May 20.                                                                                    (GoG) 

 

An incident of hijacking was reported onboard a China flagged fishing vessel HAILUFENG 11 on 15 May 20. The 

fishing vessel was attacked off the coast of Cote D’Ivorie and was taken towards Nigerian waters. Reportedly, the 

vessel had 18 crew members comprising Chinese, Ghanaian and Ivorian nationals. The Nigerian Navy was alerted 

about the attack incident, which in turn dispatched its naval ship NGURU for assistance.  

 
 Sea Theft/ Belawan Port, Indonesia/ 16 May 20.                                                                      (Malacca Strait)                                                               

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged product tanker MTM PENANG at Terminal Ujung 

Baru 107, Belawan port, Indonesia on 16 May 20. Whilst at berth, some stores items were reported stolen. Upon 

investigation, it was assessed that the incident occurred when the deck watch crew were involved at work. The 

incident was reported to the local authorities.   

 
 Sea Robbery/ Off Anyer Anchorage, Indonesia/ 17 May 20.                                                              (Java Sea) 

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard an anchored Marshall Islands flagged tanker STI PRECISION, off 

Anyer anchorage, Indonesia on 17 May 20. Reportedly, the two crew members on deck patrol spotted a perpetrator 

onboard. The sighting was reported to the Bridge and alarm raised.  Upon  hearing  the  alarm,  the perpetrator  

escaped by jumping overboard. A search was conducted onboard the ship and no perpetrator was found.  Some engine 

parts were reported missing from the Engine Room workshop.   

 

 

 

 

Update 

 

17 May 20. On 16 May 20, the fishing vessel HAILUFENG 11 was intercepted approximately 140 nm South of 

Lagos Fairway Buoy. The Nigerian naval personnel undertook an opposed boarding after the perpetrators refused 

to comply with the orders. All the crew members were safely rescued and ten perpetrators were taken into custody.  

 

 

Comments.     This is the first incident in 2020 that has been reported in the westbound lane of the TSS in Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). Out of the 12 incidents reported in SOMS till 15 May 20, 11 occurred in the 

eastbound lane of the TSS in SOMS while one was reported in the precautionary area. Low freeboard ships during 

relatively lower speeds often become lucrative targets for perpetrators looking for petty thefts in the region.  
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 Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Tanjung Uban, Indonesia/ 17 May 20.          (South China Sea) 

 
An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard an anchored Singapore flagged tanker OCEAN LEADER 

off Tanjung Uban anchorage, Indonesia on 16 May 20. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed three perpetrators 

onboard armed with knives. The alarm was immediately raised and crew was mustered. Seeing the alert crew, the 

perpetrators escaped. The crew was reported safe and no items were reported stolen.  

 

 Fired upon/ East edge of IRTC, Gulf of Aden/ 17 May 20.                                                                    (GoA)                                                               

 

An incident of attack was reported onboard an underway UK flagged product tanker STOLT APAL off Al-Mukalla, 

Yemen on 17 May 20. Reportedly, the vessel's armed guards exchanged fire with two skiffs manned by six armed 

pirates, who approached the vessel at high speed. The vessel's guards disabled one skiff and ended the pursuit. The 

vessel's Bridge area sustained minor damage from bullets and no injuries to the crew were reported. The vessel 

continued her voyage towards her destination.  

 

 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Nongsa, SOMS, Indonesia/ 18 May 20.                           (SOMS)   

                   

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a supply vessel WINPOSH RESOLVE which was undertow 

by tugboat SMS SANGATTA approximately 2nm NE of Pulau Nongsa, Indonesia, just outside (south) of the TSS in 

SOMS on 18 May 20. Reportedly, while the tug boat was towing, three perpetrators boarded the towed supply vessel. 

The Master raised the alarm and reported the incident to Singapore VTIS. The crew was reported to be safe and no 

items were ascertained to be stolen.   

SOMS Focus 

 

The reported incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery in Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS) continue to be 

higher compared to the corresponding period in 2019 with three incidents reported in the month of May 20 as was 

the case in the month of Apr 20. Reportedly, the number of armed robberies and theft onboard tankers, bulk 

carriers and barges in primarily Singapore Strait, is at the highest level since 2015. While only one incident was 

reported in Mar 20, four incidents were reported each in the month of Jan and Feb 20. A total of 15 incidents have 

been so far reported in the SOMS in 2020. In addition, following have been observed:-   

(a) There is a discernible change in the trend on the targeted vessels, with only five out of the 15 incidents in 2020 

occurring onboard a tug and barge while remaining were related to bulk carriers/tankers. In comparison, in 2019, 

most of the incidents reportedly involved tugs and barges. It is assessed that there is a likelihood of sophisticated 

criminal groups operating in small gangs with capability of boarding vessels which are underway. However, 

opportunistic perpetrators focused on petty thefts may be continuing to target tugs and barges as they remain a 

lucrative target due to low freeboard, slow speed and limited security/watch mechanism onboard. 

(b) All incidents in 2020, except three, were reported in the eastbound lane of the TSS in SOMS. This may be 

indicative of such perpetrators operating off the small islands South of the TSS which are in abundance off the 

eastbound lane. 

(c) There continues to be a decrease in general trend pertaining to violence and use of weapons. In Apr 20, only 

one out of three incidents included perpetrators armed with knives.  

(d) The stolen items generally included engine spares and scrap metal. However, in May 20, breathing apparatus 

and mooring ropes were reportedly stolen. It is assessed that the items stolen are primarily those which can be 

disposed off in the market and have good value in resale. 

 (e) Enhanced vigilance is being exercised by all littorals and proactive action is being undertaken involving 

necessary navigational broadcasts on receipt of any report of suspicious activity including escorting of the vessels 

in some of the cases.  

 

Comments.     The incident has been analysed in detail under GoA/GoO update section of the report. 

Update 

 

22 May. Reportedly, Fleet 1 Quick Response (F1QR) team of the Indonesian Navy arrested four perpetrators at 

different locations in Pulau Batam on 22 May. During the interrogation, the perpetrators confessed that they had 

attempted theft on MT Ocean Leader on 17 May and other ships in the waters off Batu Ampar, Pulau Batam. The 

four perpetrators were detained at the Batam Naval Base cell for further investigation. 
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 Sea Robbery/ Merak Anchorage, Indonesia/ 18 May 20.                                                                  (Java Sea)                                                               

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard an anchored Denmark flagged product tanker TORM VENTURE off 

Merak anchorage, Indonesia on 18 May 20. Reportedly, two perpetrator armed with long knives boarded the vessel 

using a ladder. The alarm was immediately raised and crew was mustered. Hearing the alarm and alert crew, the 

perpetrators escaped in their small boat. A search was undertaken in which few engine spares were reported stolen. 

 

 Piracy/ Off Brass, Nigeria/ 20 May 20.                                                                                           (GoG)           

 

An incident of piracy was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged general cargo ship ESL AUSTRALIA around 142 nm SW 

of Brass, Nigeria on 20 May 20. It was reported that seven heavily armed pirates attacked and boarded the cargo ship 

underway. The crew retreated into the citadel and contacted for help. Two Nigerian Naval vessels responded to the 

request for assistance with inputs from IMB-PRC and by the time the naval vessels arrived the location, the pirates 

had disembarked. The crew emerged from the citadel and the naval vessels remained alongside the ship until daylight 

to ensure safety and security.  

 

 Sea Theft/ Off Campha Anchorage, Vietnam/ 22 May 20.              (South China Sea) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Liberia flagged bulk carrier BALTIC COVE off Campha 

Anchorage, Vietnam on 22 May 20. Whist at anchor, the duty crew found some hose nozzles in a drum near the paint 

store and reported to the duty officer. A check was conducted and a hoisting wire was found missing from the bosun 

store. The incident was reported to the local agent. 

 
 Sea Theft/ Chittagong Port, Bangladesh/ 24 May 20.                                 (Bay of Bengal) 

                                                               

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Singapore flagged product tanker FSL OSAKA off 

Chittagong Port, Bangladesh on 24 May 20. Whilst at berth, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the ship. The 

duty crew alerted his officer when he discovered part of a mooring rope missing. A search was conducted and no other 

items were found stolen. The crew was reportedly safe and the incident was reported to the local authority.  

 

 

Bay of Bengal Focus 

 

This is the seventh incident reported in Bay of Bengal in 2020, with the numbers thus far higher as compared to the 

corresponding period in 2019. No incident was reported in the Bay of Bengal in Apr 20 as compared to one 

reported in Mar 20 and five in Feb 20. In Feb 20, all five incidents were reported at anchorages (three in India 

and two in Bangladesh) while the lone incident in Mar 20 was reported at Chittagong anchorage. Proactive 

actions by local enforcement agencies led to successful arrest of perpetrators in the incident at Chittagong 

anchorage in Mar 20.  

 

Proactive Efforts by the Nigerian Authorities in GoG 

 
Although the number of kidnapping incidents being reported in GoG is on the rise, dedicated efforts by the 

Nigerian authorities have also played an important role in thwarting such attempts as well as facilitating the 

release of the kidnapped crew. The opposed boarding undertaken by Nigerian special forces onboard fishing 

vessel HAILUFENG 11 on 17 May 20 at high seas leading to safe rescue of crew from the hijacked vessel as 

well as arrest of the perpetrators is a commendable effort and points towards the increased capability of 

Nigerian Navy to respond to such challenges. This may also be the reason for the change in trend which has been 

observed in 2020, wherein pirate action groups have been operating at extended ranges from the coast. This may 

be the modus operandi chosen by them to gain advantage in terms of time before local authorities respond to the 

incident. 

The dedicated and concerted efforts of Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) along 

with the Nigerian Navy under the deep Blue Project which aims to comprehensively tackle maritime security 

challenges in  Nigeria’s territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zone, up to the Gulf of Guinea have been 

impactful. 
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 Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Banana Anchorage, Congo/ 25 May 20.                                            (GoG) 

                                                               

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Hong Kong flagged container ship         

MAERSK REGENSBURG off Banana Anchorage, Congo on 25 May 20. The duty crew on deck noted one intruder 

onboard removing lashing from the deck. An alarm was immediately raised and crew was mustered. Hearing the 

alarm, the intruder fled the vessel in a small boat. A search was conducted onboard and all crew members were 

reported to be safe. 

 
 Sea Theft/ Off Muara Berau Anchorage, Indonesia/ 28 May 20.                                                             (SCS)   

                                         

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard an anchored Panama flagged bulk carrier RED DAISY off Muara 

Berau anchorage, Indonesia on 28 May 20. Reportedly, robbers boarded the anchored ship unnoticed. Duty Officer 

noticed the forecastle skylight opened and anchor pipe cover and padlock missing. He immediately informed the 

deck officer who raised the alarm and crew was mustered. A search was carried out onboard and some ship’s stores 

were reported stolen. The incident was reported to the Coast Guard who boarded the ship for further investigation. 

 

Publication by Stable Seas – What we know about Piracy 
 

 
The paper „What we know about piracy‟ provides the first systematic overview of how data on piracy and armed 

robbery is collected and what different kinds of information on piracy are available. The paper addresses how 

different organizations define, categorize, quantify, and analyse piracy and identify the gaps in the data. It also 

gives an overview on organisations collecting data including IMO-GISIS, IMB-PRC, ReCAAP, ONI, MICA, 

UKMTO, EUNAVFOR, MDAT-GoG, ONI, IFC Singapore, RMIFC, Madagascar, IFC-IOR.  
 

Updates on Crew Release in GoG 

 

On 08 May 20, pirates released two Moroccan and one Equatorial Guinean crew who were taken into captivity on 

21 Mar 20 from the Equatorial Guinea-flagged ferry boat ELOBEY 6. The ship was hijacked off Port Gentil, 

Gabon, and then transited to an area southwest of Bonny Island, Nigeria where the three sailors were taken off the 

vessel. 

On 08 May 20, seven Ukrainian crew who were kidnapped on 22 Mar 20 from the Portugal flagged container ship 

MSC TALIA F were safely released.  

On 23 May 20, the release of eight crew members was reported who were abducted from container ship TOMMI 

RITSCHER at Cotonou anchorage, Benin on Apr 19. The released crew members were being repatriated to their 

families. The freed seafarers undertook medical checks and were reported in good spirits, given their time in 

captivity.  
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

A total of 20 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of May 20.  Majority of the 

incidents were related to drug smuggling followed by fuel and cigarette smuggling. 

 

Drug Seizures – There was a marked decrease in overall number of incidents as compared to last month involving 

smuggling of illegal drugs. There was an increase of incidents reported on khat smuggling which may be attributed 

to proactive reporting by the enforcement agencies. Major drugs seized along with approximate quantities were 

Khat (5600 kg), Hashish (1650 kg), Opium (700 Kg) and Methamphetamine/ Syabu (200 kg). Minor quantities of 

Cocaine, ecstasy pills, heroin and cannabis were also seized.  

Fuel Smuggling – There was an increase in fuel smuggling and illegal ship to ship transfer incidents as compared to 

last month. Six incidents of fuel smuggling were reported in waters off Vietnam, Malaysia, Oman and Yemen. The 

prevalent trend of fuel smuggling is to evade local taxes. The increase in such incidents may be attributed to the 

stringent measures and legal actions being initiated and ensured by enforcement agencies. 

Others – Three cigarette smuggling seizures were reported off Djibouti and Malaysia while an incident of domestic 

products smuggling was reported in Malaysia.  

UNODC released a research brief on Covid -19 and drug supply chain, including trafficking which brought out, 

amongst other things, that restrictions on air travel have led to a particularly drastic effect on transport of illegal 

cargo which provides available alternative to be trafficked by sea. 
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Drug Smuggling/ Off Dhofar Governorate, Oman / 01 May 20.                                                     

(Khat)  
                            

On 01 May 20, the Royal Oman Police (ROP) thwarted an attempt to smuggle khat into Dhofar Governorate. 

Reportedly, seven people of Arab nationality were arrested on charges of smuggling of more than three thousand 

packets of khat through three different boats.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Bandar Lengeh, Iran/ 03 May 20.                                                                        (Opium)    

 

On 03 May 20, 700 kg of opium was seized from a vessel off Bandar Lengeh in Hormozgan Province, Iran as a result 

of collaboration and intelligence sharing between Anti Narcotic Police and maritime forces. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Durban, South Africa/ 04 May 20.                                                                    (Cocaine)    

 

On 04 May 20, a large quantity of cocaine worth USD 1.1 million was seized during an inspection inside a ship at 

Durban port. The narcotic drugs, broken down into 32 bricks weighing approximately one kg each, were concealed in 

a hidden compartment of a container onboard the ship. As per reports, no arrest was made but an investigation was 

initiated. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Soc Trang, Vietnam/ 06 May 20.                                                                                  (Diesel)                                 
 

On 06 May 20, Vietnam Coast Guard detained a fishing vessel carrying 50,000 litres of unaccounted diesel oil. The 

suspected fishing vessel was intercepted by the patrol team about 45 nm South West of Sóc Trăng province. The 

patrol team, upon sighting several signs of suspicious 12ehavior of the vessel, halted it for inspections which led to 

discovery of heavy amount of undocumented diesel oil onboard. The vessel was detained and further handed over to 

Coast Guard Region 3 Command for onward legal action. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Balochistan, Pakistan/ 09 May 20.                                                        (Methamphetamine)   
 
On 09 May 20, 100 kg of methamphetamine worth USD 20 million were seized by the Pakistani Navy and the                      

Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) during intelligence based operations in the Pasni, Balochistan regions. The cache of drugs 

was to be smuggled to an unknown destination through the Arabian Sea. The seized haul of drugs was handed over to 

the ANF for further legal proceedings. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Hai Phong, Vietnam / 10 May 20.                                                                             (Diesel)   
 
On 10 May 20, Vietnam Coast Guard seized 40,000 kg of undocumented fuel oil while on 

patrol off Gót area of Hai Phong. During investigation, it was revealed that two crew 

members onboard did not have any professional degrees or certification required by law to 

operate a tanker. The Captain was also unable to produce any documents validating the origin 

of the fuel oil. The tanker along with crew was brought to Gót harbour for further 

investigations and legal actions.  

 

 Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 11 May 20.                                             (Gas Cylinders)   

 

On 11 May 20, Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) foiled an attempt to smuggle out seven gas 

cylinders via Sungai Tawau waters. Reportedly, the skipper left his boat at the beach and escaped. Inspection of the 

boat revealed six filled gas cylinders and one empty cylinder onboard which were believed to be smuggled out.  

 
 
 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comments.     Khat is a stimulant drug, which stimulates the nervous system and speeds up the messages between 

the brain and the body. The buds and leaves of the khat plant (Catha edulis) are chewed for stimulation and 

euphoric effects. Chewing khat is part of some social traditions in some regions of the Middle East, such as Saudi 

Arabia and Yemen, and in Eastern Africa, such as Somalia. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Dickson, Malaysia / 14 May 20.                                    {Syabu(methamphetmaine)} 

 

On 14 May 20, it was reported that Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

and Police apprehended a drug trafficking syndicate involving more than 100 kg of 

drugs worth USD 1.7 million. Seven personnel comprising three Indonesians and four 

locals were also taken into custody. The seized drug reportedly contained 80 kg syabu  (a 

local name for methamphetamine) and 30 kg ecstasy pills and was believed to be 

distributed/ marketed in Indonesia through sea route. As per reports, the successful 

seizure was followed by joint operations conducted by MMEA around the areas of 

Melaka, Negeri Sembilan and Selangor from 09-14 May 20.  

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Wilayat Taqah, Oman/ 15 May 20.                                                      (Khat)    

                          

On 14 May 20, Police Coast Guard in Dhofar Governorate Command apprehended drug trafficking boat off Wilayat 

Taqah beach, Oman. Four personnel were held and 2,613 packages of khat seized. Legal actions were initiated against 

the perpetrators. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Mulankavil, Sri Lanka/ 15 May 20.                                                                     (Heroin)    

                          

On 15 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended a suspicious dinghy approaching the Illuppaikaddawai beach area and 

found 20g of heroin. Reportedly, three suspects onboard along with the dingy and its fishing gear were taken into 

naval custody. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Gubbin Rock, Malaysia/ 16 May 20.                                                                    (Petrol)  

          

On 16 May 20, the Marine Police Force thwarted an attempt to smuggle 90,000 litres of petrol off waters of Gubbin 

Rock. The estimated worth of petrol was estimated to be USD 28,800 and was allegedly being smuggled to 

Philippines. Reportedly, the team intercepted and inspected a tanker named HAI LEE 5. The Master failed to produce 

the petrol storage and handling permit and was hence unauthorised to carry petrol. The seized items, including the 

tanker and five crew members, were taken to the Maritime Police Force headquarters for further investigation and 

legal action.  

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Godoria, Djibouti/ 17 May 20.                                                                (Cigarettes) 

 

On 17 May 20, the Djibouti Coast Guard patrol team, in close collaboration with the teams of the National Navy, 

intercepted three Galba type boats in the waters between the North of Musha Island and Godoria. Reportedly, the 

boats were coming from Somalia and were carrying more than 1000 cartons of different brands of contraband 

cigarettes. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Khasab, Oman/ 18 May 20.                                                                                    (Diesel) 

 

On 18 May 20, the Royal Oman Police (ROP) arrested eight people on charges of smuggling diesel. In co-operation 

with the Special Task Force unit, Musandam Coast Guard police boats seized the diesel smuggling boat near Khasab. 

Legal action was initiated against the apprehended suspects.  

 
 Drug Smuggling/ Off Parit Jawa, Malaysia/ 20 May 20.                                          {Syabu(methamphetamine)   

                                                              

On 20 May 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) discovered syabu worth USD 60,000 inside a 

small boat found abandoned near Parit Jawa. MMEA reported that an enforcement team on patrol found a small boat 

approximately half a mile South East of Parit Jawa. Upon checking the abandoned boat, five plastic packages of 

Chinese tea hidden inside the boat’s petrol container were discovered. Further inspection revealed a crystal powder 

inside the packages believed to be syabu. 
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 Drug Smuggling/ Off Yemen/ 21 May 20.                                                                                             (Hashish)                                                        

 
On 21 May 20, Saudi Anti-drugs Police reportedly aborted an attempt by a gang linked to Yemen’s Al Houthi militia 

to smuggle 1,650 kg of hashish into the kingdom through the Arabian Sea and Yemen.  

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao Island, Vietnam/ 25 May 20.                                                                (Diesel)   

                

On 25 May 20, Vietnam Coast Guard detained tanker SIAM VARICH with 1,700 tons of fuel onboard in South China 

sea off Con Dao island, Vietnam. The ship didn’t carry flag and cargo onboard didn’t have respective documents. The 

11 crew members onboard also didn’t had certificates and other documents proving their rank qualification. Master of 

the tanker admitted his engagement in illegal fuel trade in the area. 

 

 Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Maghssil, Oman/ 26 May 20.                                                                   (Khat) 

                

On 26 May 20, three Arab nationals were arrested on charges of smuggling khat in Dhofar Governorate. Coast Guard 

Police boats led by the Dhofar Governorate Police arrested three personnel attempting to smuggle khat off the shores 

of Al Maghssil after recovering them from the sea. Legal procedures were initiated against the apprehended personnel. 

 
 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Djibouti, Djibouti/ 26 May 20.                                                              (Cigarette) 

 
On 26 May 20, it was reported that the  Coast Guard team seized a Galba-type vessel from Somalia carrying hundreds 

of cartons of contraband cigarettes, fireworks, tobacco and scotch along with the crew at the fishing port in the 

Godoria area. 

 

 Cigarette Smuggling/ Off Palau Bum Bum, Malaysia/ 27 May 20.                                                 (Cigarette) 

 
On 27 May 20, Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized nearly 500 

cartons of cigarettes which came from the neighboring countries for sale in Malaysia. 

A suspicious boat carrying cigarettes was apprehended near the Kampung Selamat, 

Semporna, about one mile West of Pulau Bum Bum. The value of the total seizure 

was estimated to be USD 21,800. 

 

 Fuel Smuggling/ Off Hai Phong, Vietnam/ 27 May 20.                                                                          (Diesel) 

 

On 27 May 20, Vietnam Coast Guard intercepted three vessels allegedly performing illegal oil transfers at sea during 

routine patrol. Reportedly, the suspicious vessels were sighted at the mooring area of Hon Dau, Hai Phong. Initial 

investigations by the patrol team revealed that a Panama flagged LPG tanker named VENUS 08 was suspected to be 

transferring oil to two other iron-hull ships that had no registration number. The Coast Guard officials escorted the 

vessels to Got harbour, Hai Phong for further verifications and investigations. 

  

Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia: Latest Developments and Challenges 

 

On 15 May 20, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) released a report titled “Synthetic Drugs in 

East and Southeast Asia: Latest Developments and Challenges”. The report warns that the synthetic drug market 

in East and Southeast Asia continues to expand and diversify. This is accentuated by the fact that the price of 

methamphetamine has dropped to the lowest level in a decade resulting in a surge in its supply. The report also 

states that while the world has shifted its attention to the COVID-19 pandemic, all indications are that production 

and trafficking of synthetic drugs and chemicals continue at record levels in the region, including the maritime 

routes. It has also been brought out that East and Southeast Asia are also witnessing steady rise of dangerous 

synthetic opioids. Beyond methamphetamine and synthetic opioids, the report confirms a wide range of synthetic 

drugs, including ecstasy, ketamine and cannabinoids, being found across the region. Full report can be accessed 

on https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/ATS/2020_ESEA_Regonal_Synthetic_Drug_Report_web.pdf 

 

 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/ATS/2020_ESEA_Regonal_Synthetic_Drug_Report_web.pdf
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IUU FISHING 
 

A total of 25 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of May 20.  The number of incidents 

remains similar to that observed during last two months. As in Apr 20, majority of the IUU fishing was undertaken 

by local fishermen followed by that undertaken by fishermen illegally in foreign waters. 

 

Local IUU Fishing. Majority of the arrests of local fishermen were reported in Sri Lanka, Philippines, Indonesia, 

and India. The arrests were followed by legal action on fishermen under the State Laws on charges of using illegal 

methods for fishing like banned nets, explosives, bottom trawling, superlights etc. Some fishermen were 

apprehended for fishing outside the designated fishing area without license or fishing of banned species. 

 

Foreign IUU Fishing. Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported 

in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Iran. 

 

The Government of India has issued an order for the imposition of a uniform ban on fishing by all fishing vessels in 

the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) beyond territorial waters on both east and west coast as per the 

promulgated dates for a duration of 61 days on either coast. This is an annual effort mainly for the conservation and 

effective management of fishery resources and also for sea safety reasons. 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 01 May 20.                                                              (Local)

      

On 01 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended six personnel engaged in illegal fishing 

using banned nets during patrol in the sea area off Trincomalee harbour. A dinghy, an 

OBM and banned net used by them were also taken into naval custody and handed over 

to fisheries department for onward action.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Sta Barbara, Philippines/ 01 May 20.                                                                        

(Local)      

On 01 May 20, the Philippine Navy officials arrested six fishermen for poaching in the waters off Sta Barbara, 

Philippines. Reportedly, a commercial fishing boat caught the attention of authorities because it was using its fishing 

trawl and was later identified as F/B TRULLY. The fishing gear was confiscated by the authorities and apprehended 

personnel were charged for violating the Fisheries Code.  

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 02 May 20.                                                                      (Local) 

 

On 02 May 20, Philippine Navy personnel seized 27 improvised explosives and bomb-making components off the 

province of Tawi-Tawi. The fish caught through dynamite explosion was also taken into custody. The fishermen and 

motorboats were handed over to the officials for further action. 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Mundampiddi, Sri Lanka/ 02 May 20.                                                     (Local) 

 
On 02 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended six personnel and two fishing craft 

for engaging in illegal fishing using banned nets off Mundampiddi coastal area in 

Periya Aru. Suspects alongwith seized fishing craft, two banned nets and two 

OBMs were handed over to Iluppukadawai Police for onward action. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off North Sulawesi, Indonesia/ 03 May 20.                                                                         (Local) 

 

On 03 May 20, the Indonesian Marine Affairs and Fishery Ministry's officers nabbed three men allegedly for blast 

fishing practice in the waters off North Sulawesi province. The officials seized two assembled bombs, fish, a boat and 

other goods during the arrest. Legal actions were initiated against the apprehended personnel.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Balud, Philippines/ 03 May 20.                                                                                       (Local) 

 

On 03 May 20, 17 fishermen were arrested for using fine mesh net, an active type of banned fishing gear in the 

municipal waters of Balud. Reportedly, Philippine Coastguard (PCG) during patrol spotted fishing boat SUNSHINE-3 

fishing illegaly. Skipper along with crew were arrested and action was initiated them.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Cuyo, Philippines/ 04 May 20.                                                                                     (Local) 

 

On 04 May 20, Philippines Coast Guard officials apprehended four commercial fishing vessel with 40 fishermen 

onboard for fishing illegaly using superlights about 05 nm off Cuyo, Palawan. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 05 May 20.                                            (Local) 

 

On 05 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two personnel for engaging in illegal fishing with unauthorised nets off 

Mulankavil area in Mannar. Reportedly, naval personnel during patrol, searched a suspicious fishing craft and found an 

unauthorized net. The apprehended personnel alongwith fishing craft and the unauthorised net were taken into custody. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
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 IUU Fishing/ Off North Sulawesi, Indonesia/ 05 May 20.                                                            (Foreign) 

 

On 05 May 20, marine police apprehended a foreign fishing vessel on charges of 

fishing illegaly. The vessel was apprehended and taken to Bitung Base, North 

Sulawesi, for further legal proceedings. Reportedly, the fishing boat operated a 

handline tuna fishing gear and was manned by eight foreign crew.  

 
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Karwar, India/ 05 May 20.                                                        (Local) 

 

On 05 May 20, the Indian Coast Guard apprehended 38 fishermen for their alleged involvement in illegal fishing off 

Karwar. It also seized two purse seine boats SEA ROSE and CONCIP which were fitted with high capacity generators 

and bright electric bulbs to attract fish. Light fishing is banned as it leads to the extinction of several fish species in the 

West coast of India. Apprehended fishermen were later handed over to the Coastal Security Police for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Labuan, Malaysia/ 07 May 20.                                 (Foreign) 

 

On 07 May 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) officials arrested 14 personnel for fishing at the 

Kikeh oil rig, about 60 nm NorthWest of Labuan. Reportedly, the arrested personnel were onboard two fishing vessels 

and seven small boats. Apprehended personnel including nine foreigners were charged for fishing illegally in the oil rig 

area.  

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 09 May 20.                                                (Local) 

 

On 09 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three personnel for engaging in 

illegal fishing using explosive in Malaimunthal sea area, Trincomalee. Reportedly, 

along with apprehended personnel, 10 kg of fish caught by blasting explosive 

(Dynamite), dinghy, few diving gear and a mobile phone used by them were taken 

into naval custody. Apprehended personnel with the seized items were handed over 

to the Assistant Directorate of Fisheries-Trincomalee for onward action. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kemaman, Malaysia/ 11 May 20.                                                                         (Foreign) 

 

On 11 May 20, the Royal Malaysian Police patrol vessel KM GEMIA arrested two foreign fishing vessels for fishing 

using trawling in the area. Both boats included a total 25 foreign fishermen. After completing the inspections, 

collecting related information, all fishing vessels were escorted out of Malaysian waters. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Bandar Abbas, Iran/ 14 May 20.                                  (Foreign) 

 

On 14 May 20, Coastguard of Southern Hormozgan province seized four trawlers involved in illegal fishing activities 

in the territorial waters of Bandar Abbas in the Persian Gulf. Reportedly, eight foreign fishermen onboard were arrested 

and handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 40 tons of fish with a rough value of USD 14000 were 

found on the trawlers.  

 
 
 

Uniform ban on fishing by all fishing vessels in Indian EEZ 

 

The Government of India has issued an order for the imposition of a uniform ban on fishing by all fishing vessels in 

the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) beyond territorial waters on the East Coast including Andaman, & 

Nicobar Islands and West Coast including Lakshadweep Islands as per following period for the conservation and 

effective management of fishery resources and also for sea safety reasons:-  

– East Coast-from 15 Apr to 14 Jun 20 (both days inclusive) (61 days)  

– West Coast-from 01 Jun to 31 Jul 20 (both days inclusive) (61 days)  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Sattahip, Thailand/ 15 May 20.                                                                                   (Foreign)    

    

On 15 May 20, a Royal Thai Navy Vessel apprehended three foreign fishermen onboard 

two foreign fishing vessels engaged in illegal fishing off Sattahip, Chonburi Province, 

Thailand. The apprehended persons along with their belongings and fishing gears were 

handed over to the Police station in Sattahip, Chonburi for onward action. 

 
 
 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Aborlan, Philippines/ 18 May 20.                                                                                (Local) 

 
On 18 May 20, maritime police officials apprehended a commercial fishing vessel and 

arrested the skipper along with 10 crew members onboard on charges of illegal fishing 

within the municipal waters of Aborlan, Palawan. The apprehended personnel and 

seized evidences were taken to Municipality of Aborlan for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Besar Island, Indonesia/ 20 May 20.                                                             (Foreign)    

    

On 20 May 20, the officials of Marine and Fisheries Resources Supervision of Indonesia arrested two illegal foreign 

flagged fishing vessels in the Indonesian waters. The officials stated that the two fishing vessels, KG 94094 TS and   

KG 90746 TS, with 22 foreign crew onboard, were detained. The ships and all of their crew were taken to Batam Base 

for further investigation. 

 
 IUU Fishing/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 22 May 20.                                                                  (Foreign)    

 
On 22 May 20, the Indonesian Marine Police arrested two foreign flagged vessels suspected 

of illegal fishing in the Indonesian EEZ. Reportedly, while patrolling in the Malacca Strait, 

two suspicious boats were sighted. Upon investigating, it was revealed that both vessels 

PKFB 898 and PKFB 1774 were engaged in illegal fishing. Approximately two tonnes of 

catch was recovered from the two boats.  

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 23 May 20.                                                                 (Local) 

On 23 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended three personnel for engaging in illegal fishing 

using banned nets in the seas South West of Norway Island, off Trincomalee. Reportedly, 

the Navy seized 40 kg of illegally caught fish, 225m long banned net, a dinghy and an OBM 

used by them. The apprehended personnel along with the seized items were handed over to 

Assistant Directorate of Fisheries-Trincomalee for onward action.  

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Sattahip, Thailand/ 25 May 20.                    (Foreign) 

On 25 May 20, a Royal Thai Navy vessel arrested 10 foreign fishermen onboard five foreign fishing vessels on charges 

of illegal fishing and being without a fishing license in Thailand waters. The apprehended personnel along with their 

belongings and fishing gears were handed over to the Police station in Sattahip, Chonburi for onward action. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Negros Occidental, Philippines/ 27 May 20.                                                                  (Local) 

On 27 May 20, Philippines authorities apprehended nine fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing activities in the 

waters of Bacolod City and Hinigaran town in Negros Occidental. Reportedly, Philippine National Police, during 

seaborne patrol, caught seven fishing boats towing trawl fishing nets. The other two fishing vessels were caught in the 

waters off Bacolod on charges of IUU fishing.  
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 IUU Fishing/ Off Dumangas, Philippines/ 28 May 20.                                                                               (Local) 

On 28 May 20, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Fishery law enforcement 

team seized nine bottom trawls operating in the municipal waters of Dumangas, 

Philippines. The accused were reportedly handed over to police custody. 

 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 30 May 20.                                                                (Local) 

On 30 May 20, Sri Lankan Navy apprehended seven personnel for fishing illegally using unauthorised nets in the seas 

off Boulder Point in Trincomalee. Along with the suspects, one dinghy, one outboard motor and several other fishing 

gears were taken into naval custody and were handed over to the Fisheries Inspector of Kuchchaveli for onward 

investigation. 

 

 IUU Fishing/ Off Boston, Philippines/ 30 May 20.                                                                                      (Local) 

On 30 May 20, Marine police officials apprehended seven personnel for fishing illegally along the coast off Davao 

Oriental. Reportedly, the arrested individuals were fishing illegally using fishing gear particularly air compressors which 

is banned under Republic Act 10654. Several illegal fishing paraphernalia such as air compressor three spear gun, air 

hose about 180 meters length, motorized banca with 10 horsepower diesel engine, and assorted catch of fish were seized 

by the officials. The suspects together with the confiscated devices were brought to the police station for onward action.  

 IUU Fishing/ Off Kapar, Malaysia/ 31 May 20.                                                                 (Local) 

On 31 May 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained a local fishing boat for breach of its 

fishing license by conducting fishing activities in an area less than 5 nm from the beach, South West of Serdang Besar, 

Kapar. It was reported that three local fishermen, including a skipper were arrested and their marine catch, weighing 

about 15 kg was seized. The fishermen and the boat were then taken to the Selangor MMEA headquarters for further 

investigation.  

  

Comments:   The Bottom Trawl is banned for fishing. It is an active fishing gear consisting of a bag shape net with 

or without otter boards to open its opening which is dragged or towed along the bottom to collect the fishing catch 

by straining them from the water. A non selective fishing method, bottom trawling catches everything it comes in 

contact with, including juvenile fish, spawners, non commercially valuable species, endangered, threatened and 

protected marine species, and other marine organisms, contributing to overexploitation and overfishing. 
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  IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

A total of 16 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of May 20. As compared to Apr 20 there was 

a slight decrease in incidents which could be attributed to lesser number of incidents reported in the Bay of Bengal 

region.  Majority of these were reported in Mediterranean followed by the Bay of Bengal and Malacca Strait. The 

decrease may be attributed to decrease in the movement and stricter border regulations enforcement due to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Rohingya Migration. Incidents related to Rohingyas migration continue to be reported, although only two incidents 

were reported in the month of May 20 as compared to a sudden increase of five incidents in Apr 20. Despite the 

occurrence of cyclones in Bay of Bengal, continued reporting of such incidents indicate the increased risk of 

maritime migration being undertaken due to geopolitical concerns further aggravated by Covid-19. 

 

Mediterranean.  Majority of the incidents reported in Mediterranean were off Turkey, Libya and Tunisia. 

 

Off East Africa.  The IHM incidents were reported off Mayotte which involved detaining of traditional local boats 

“kwassa” along with arrests of smugglers and detaining of migrants. There was a reduction in incidents as 

compared to Apr 20. 
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 Irregular Human Migration / Off Bhashan Char, Bangladesh / 03 May 20.   

On 03 May 20, around 29 Rohingya refugees onboard a fishing boat floating in the Bay of Bengal for weeks landed on 

an island in Southern Bangladesh. As per reports, the refugees, including 15 women and six children, landed on 

Bhashan Char Island and were believed to be from one of several boats stuck at sea. The refugees reportedly attempted 

to illegally reach Malaysia, but failed because of strict patrols due to COVID-19. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Off Asahan Regency, Indonesia/ 04 May 20.   

On 04 May 20, Indonesian Navy Fleet One Quick Response (F1QR) Team rescued 30 

illegal Indonesian workers from Malaysia in Sungai Tembilik, Asahan Regency. The 

rescued migrant workers were handed over to the Asahan Regency COVID-19 Task 

Force for further handling and compliance to quarantine protocols. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Mediterranean Sea / 06 May 20.   

On 06 May 20, 78 migrants sailing from Libya to Europe were reported stranded in the Mediterranean after European 

countries refused to grant them permission to dock. Reportedly, the migrants fled Libya three days ago and were 

rescued by a merchant vessel in the Mediterranean Sea.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Off  St Martin’s Island, Bangladesh / 07 May 20.   

On 07 May 20, about 280 Rohingyas, who had been adrift in the Bay of Bengal for weeks, were rescued by the 

Bangladesh Navy and taken under tow to Bhashan Char Island. Reportedly, the boat comprising of men, women, and 

children was found about 20 nm South of St Martin's Island.  

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Comments.   Incidents related to Rohingyas migration continued to be reported although only two incidents were 

reported in the month of May 20 as compared to five incidents which were reported in Apr 20. Migration along the 

maritime route to South East Asia is frequent from November to May but drops significantly after this period 

because of the onset of the seasonal monsoons. However, this year, the pace of migration along this route does not 

seem to be declining in comparison with the previously observed seasonal patterns, even as the first cyclones of the 

season have already begun to hit the Bay of Bengal. Interactions of IFC-IOR with the team of the Stable Seas which 

had recently released a publication on maritime security situation in Bay of Bengal bring out that the current surge 

in the number of incidents may be driven by two factors – Conflict and Covid. While the Rohingyas issue remains 

one of the most complicated geopolitical issue, a major contributing factor may be the worsening conditions in 

displacement camps due to Covid 19. While the current pandemic is a major health concern for those across the 

globe, the threat posed by it is greater and graver for those living in conditions such as those in Rohingya 

displacement camps. This may further increase the difficulty of earning a livelihood in the camps‟ informal economy 

and make the long-term economic prospects of remaining there bleaker. These twin tragedies of escalating conflict 

in their home region and the arrival of Covid in the camps may be altering potential migrants' risk calculations in 

ways not seen in previous years. In the face of declining prospects for a safe return in the long-term and the 

imminent deterioration of living conditions in the camps, many migrants may now be willing to risk an already 

dangerous maritime migration during an even more dangerous time of year. Maritime law enforcement and 

humanitarian professionals throughout the region may need to brace for continued waves of vulnerable maritime 

migrants in increasingly dangerous conditions.  

 

 

 

Comments.   A lawyer representing the merchant vessel MV Marina stated that Malta rescue centre (Malta RCC) 

ordered the merchant vessel to divert from its original course to rescue the migrants. Reportedly, the untrained crew 

of 13 onboard has dozens of migrants on the ship and little idea what to do with them. The European Commission, 

stated that it will work on relocating the migrants within Europe once they are allowed to disembark. 
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 Irregular Human Migration / Off Johar, Malaysia / 07 May 20.   

On 07 May 20, Johor police arrested 30 suspects involved in cross-border human trafficking involving immigrants 

from Indonesia. Reportedly, the arrests were made during a series of raids conducted between 02- 07 May 20 under the 

Op Pintas Bersepadu Selatan. The arrests consisted of 12 boat skippers and 18 illegal immigrants.  

 
 Irregular Human Migration / Off Muğla’s Datça, Turkey/ 07 May 20.   

On 07 May 20, a fiber boat was detected by Turkish Coast Guard with 26 migrants onboard (14 men, 4 women and 8 

children) off the coast of Muğla’s Datça district. The group of irregular migrants onboard the fiber boat were provided 

assistance and rescued.  

 
 Irregular Human Migration / Off  Libya / 07 May 20.   

On 07 May 20, about 25 illegal immigrants were rescued off the Libyan coast and brought back to Libya. UN IOM 

stated that IOM staff that was at Tripoli main port awaiting the disembarkation of migrants had to evacuate the location 

as it came under shelling.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Off İzmir’s Dikili, Turkey/ 09 May 20.   

On 09 May 20, it was reported that a group of irregular migrants on board two life boats 

were pushed back towards Turkish territorial waters off the coast of İzmir’s Dikili district. A 

total of 53 irregular migrants on board (26 men, 10 women and 17 children) were rescued by 

Turkish Coast Guard boat. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration / Off Johar Baru, Malaysia/ 15 May 20.   

On 15 May 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) located a fishing boat in the waters off Tanjung 

Balau in Kota Tinggi. The boat had a damaged engine and was believed to have drifted at sea for two days before being 

rescued by the MMEA team. Investigations revealed that the boat had 23 undocumented migrants, including a couple 

and their three-day-old baby. Reportedly, the fishing boat was ferrying the migrants back to Indonesia. 

  

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kampung Sawah, Malaysia/ 19 May 20. 

 

On 19 May 20, Malaysian Police managed to detain an Indonesian man and woman at 

Kampung Sawah, Banting, Selangor, as they attempted to smuggle a group of 28 

immigrants into the country. Reportedly, three smugglers tried to sneak 28 Indonesian 

stowaways aged between 19-38 years into Malaysia through a boat. An amount of  

USD 10,000 in cash was also recovered upon inspecting the boat. The group was 

arrested and charged under the Anti-Trafficking Immigration Act 2007 and 

Immigration Act 1963. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Thyna Coast, Tunisia / 23 May 20. 

 

On 23 May 20, a boat from Tunisia carrying migrants bound for Italy capsized, leaving one person dead while six other 

went missing at sea. Reportedly, a total of 20 personnel were onboard the stricken boat. The body of one of the 

migrants was retrieved from the sea while search operations were underway for six other passengers. 11 personnel were 

arrested by the authorities while two other managed to escape.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tripoli, Libya/ 25 May 20. 

 

On 25 May 20, Libya's Coastguard intercepted about 400 Europe-bound migrants off the country's Mediterranean coast 

and brought them to detention centres near the capital Tripoli. UN's International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

stated that the refugees and asylum seekers were taken to the Al-Nasser detention facility in the town of Zawya, West 

of Tripoli. 
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 Irregular Human Migration/ Off İzmir Foça, Turkey / 25 May 20. 

On 25 May 20, four lifeboats with a group of irregular migrants onboard were 

rescued by Turkish Coast Guard off İzmir’s Foça district. Reportedly, 72 irregular 

migrants were rescued.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya Coast/ 26 May 20. 

 

On 26 May 20, 90 migrants were rescued by a commercial vessel off the Libyan coast and 

returned to Libya. As per reports, the migrants spent whole night onboard the ship and were 

awaiting clarity on disembarkation.  

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte, Mayotte/ 26 May 20 

 

On 26 May 20, it was reported that the authorities intercepted a Kwassa-type boat off M'tsamboro with 10 people 

onboard, including one injured. The injured man was reportedly taken care of by rescue workers at the port of Longoni. 

 

 Irregular Human Migration/ Off İzmir Dikli, Turkey / 28 May 20. 

On 28 May 20, it was reported that a group of irregular migrants onboard an inflatable 

boat was reportedly pushed back towards Turkish territorial waters by Greek Coast 

Guard. The inflatable boat was detected by Turkish Coast Guard and 60 irregular 

migrants were rescued which included 31 men, 14 women and 15 children. 
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A total of 38 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of May 20.  Majority of the incidents 

were related to Medevac followed by vessel grounding Fire and Search & Rescue. However, as compared to Apr 20, 

there was a decrease in SAR operations undertaken by various maritime agencies.  

 

SAR Operations.  A total of four SAR operations and nine Medevac undertaken by various maritime agencies were 

monitored for the month of May 20 which involved rescue of personnel at sea. A total of 168 seafarers were rescued 

as part of these operations. 

 

Unauthorised Anchoring. One incident pertaining to unauthorised anchoring was reported off Pulau Kukup in 

Malaysia in the month of May 20 as was the case in Apr 20. It further reiterates the effective monitoring and strict 

compliance being undertaken by the Malaysian law enforcement agencies, particularly the MMEA, for vessels 

anchoring without permit in the country‟s waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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 Collision/ Off Binh Thuan, Vietnam/ 01 May 20. 

On 01 May 20, a Philippines flagged general cargo ship WHITE TOMONY allegedly collided with a fishing boat            

BTH 89719 in the waters of the Binh Thuan Province, about 15 nm off La Gi in South East of Vietnam. The fishing 

vessel sank subsequently and six crew members onboard jumped into water. The crew was reportedly saved by another 

fishing vessel BTH 85097.  

 

 Aground/ Off  Sarangani Bay, Philippines/ 01 May 20. 

 

On 01 May 20, a Philippine fishing vessel F/B MARK ANTHONY-17 ran aground a massive reef area in Barangay 

Batulaki due to bad weather. The owners of aground vessel settled with Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) 

for the release of the ship on conditions of paying the penalty.  

 Medevac/ Off  Hout Bay, South Africa/ 01 May 20. 

On 01 May 20, upon receiving information from Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC), the sea rescue craft          

SPIRIT OF VODACOM was deployed to provide medical assistance to a trawler which was approximately 35 nm off 

Hout Bay. On recommendation of the medical team, the patient was transferred to the NSRI Table Bay sea rescue 

base where he was transported to hospital.  

 Medevac/ Off  Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 02 May 20. 

On 02 May 20, upon receiving information from Transnet National Port Authority, the sea rescue craft                

SPIRIT OF TOFT was deployed to evacuate a crew member from an underway bulk carrier suffering from an 

emergency medical condition unrelated to the Covid-19 off Port Elizabeth. The critically ill patient was transferred to 

the lifeboat and taken to the NSRI base in Port Elizabeth for transport to hospital. Despite considerable effort deployed 

by hospital medical staff, the patient succumbed to the disease. 

 SAR/ Off  Karnataka, India/ 03 May 20. 

On 03 May 20, Coastal Security Police rescued four fishermen from a fishing boat that developed technical snags at sea 

about off Gangolli, Karnataka. Reportedly, the fishing boat MARLI CHIKKU had left for fishing from Gangolli 

fisheries port and developed a technical snag mid-sea. The boat was wedged between two huge stones at sea and got 

stuck. Upon receiving the distress call from fishermen, the coastal security police personnel rushed to the spot and 

rescued the fishermen and towed the fishing boat to the shore.  

 Medevac/ Off  Park Rynie, South Africa/ 06 May 20. 

On 06 May 20, NSRI Durban evacuated a sailor who suffered medical problem onboard a bulk carrier approaching 

Durban. The rescue team boarded the vessel off Park Rynie and attended the Filipino sailor suffering medical condition 

following all Covid-19 precautions and protocols. The patient was transported to the hospital in Durban.  

 Medevac/ Off  Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 07 May 20. 

On 07 May 20, the sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF TOFT evacuated a Burmese sailor from a bulk carrier approaching   

Port Elizabeth. The rescue team boarded the bulk carrier 10 nm off Port Elizabeth and found the patient in need of 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 

Update 

 

As per open source reports, the owner of BTH 89719 received an amount of USD 45,000 as compensation from 

WHITE TOMONY owners. The province‟s steering board for natural disaster and rescue stated that the competent 

agencies have worked together to trace the foreign vessel which hit Vietnamese fishing boat to compensate for the 

losses suffered by the fishing boat owner. 
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hospital care. The patient was taken onboard a sea rescue craft and taken to the Port Elizabeth NSRI base. The patient 

was further transported to hospital for medical treatment. 

 
 Fire/ Off  Kochi, India/ 08 May 20. 

 

On 08 May 20, an incident of fire was reported onboard a Philippine Navy patrol ship BRP RAMON ALCARAZ  shortly 

after she left Kochi harbour, India with patrol ship BRP DAVAO DEL SUR in company. The fire occured in the main 

engine room of the ship and was quickly extinguished.  Minor damages were reported and the ship was able to sail 

back to Kochi without any assistance. Reportedly, two sailors suffered first-degree burns of which one was airlifted to a 

hospital of Indian Navy for further treatment while other was admitted in sickbay onboard.  

 Sunk/ Off  Pulau Sembilan, Malaysia/ 08 May 20. 

On 08 May 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) Operations Center received an emergency call 

from a fishing boat off Pulau Sembilan, Perak that three local fishermen who went out to sea for fishing died due to 

water ingress in the fiber boat. The boat was suspected to have suffered leak which led to water ingress in the boat. 

Reportedly, the attempt to recover the boat failed during the SAR operation and the boat sank.  

 Collision/ Off  Batam, SOMS/ 08 May 20. 

On 08 May 20, a Sierra Leone registered tugboat KOI 3 collided with a Hong Kong registered chemical tanker       

SHUN SHENG in the Westbound lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme, Singapore Straits. Reportedly, tug boat was 

towing an improperly lit sand barge in the middle of the night and did not heed the danger to other ships by remaining in 

their path which led it to collide with a chemical tanker. Subsequently, the tugboat towing the barge capsized as well.  

 Unauthorised Anchoring/ Off  Pulau Kukup, Malaysia/ 10 May 20. 

On 10 May 20, the Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a Liberian flagged crude oil tanker 

MT FELICITY with 26 crew (11 Indian, 1 Pakistani & 14 Filipino) off Pulau Kukup, Johor under the MSO 1952 for 

anchoring without permission. Master of the tanker was brought to MMEA HQ, Johor for further investigations. 

 
 Aground/ Off  Sablayan, Philippines/ 10 May 20. 

 

On 10 May 20, a Ro-Ro passenger vessel MV STAR SAN CARLOS ran aground in shallow waters off Apo Reef, 

Sablayan. Reportedly, the vessel was enroute from Sablayan Port to Coron, Palawan when she ran aground. The Master 

of the vessel was advised by Coast Guard Sub-Station Sablayan to file a Marine Protest and to secure a certificate of 

seaworthiness from the Maritime Industry Authority.  

 
 Aground/ Off  Mahajanga, Madagascar/ 10 May 20. 

 

On 10 May 20, a dhow named NAIMA with six personnel onboard carrying construction materials and general cargo 

ran aground off Mahajanga. The accident occurred as a result of a strong gale that caused the anchored vessel to drift 

towards the shallow waters. The crew members were rescued and the cargo was recovered, while the boat was 

reportedly damaged beyond repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Update 

 

On 27 May 20, the vessel BRP RAMON ALCARAZ  departed Kochi harbour after completing repairs onboard. 

Technical teams from the Naval Ship Repair Yard (Kochi) in close coordination with the Philippine crew undertook 

repairs and rendered the ship sea worthy within 10 days. The ship had entered Kochi port on 06 May 20 for 

repatriation of stranded Philippine nationals from India and collection of stores including face masks.  
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 Aground/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 11 May 20. 

On 11 May 20, an Indonesia flagged cargo ship SAMUDRA SAKTI I ran aground off Batam, Indonesia. The cause of 

incident was unknown and no injuries were reported onboard. The vessel was later refloated successfully and was 

docked at the port of Batu Ampar. Reportedly, no visible damage was seen in bulk carrier, however, local authorities 

began collecting data and other relevant information as part of their investigation to determine the cause of the incident. 

On 16 May 20, post completion of the inspections, the vessel sailed out for its next destination. 

 

 Fire/ Off Bandar-e-Jask, Iran/ 11 May 20. 

 

On 11 May 20, 19 people were killed in an “accident” involving a warship hit by a friendly fire missile during exercises 

in the Gulf of Oman. The vessel was hit after moving a practice target to its destination and not creating enough 

distance between itself and the target. The armed forces said in a statement that 19 crewmen were killed and 15 injured. 

 
 Aground/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 11 May 20. 

 

On 11 May 20, an Iran flagged container ship SHAHRAZ ran aground off Batam, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel was 

enroute to Shanghai from Malaysia when it ran aground near the Batu Berhanti Beacon.  

 

 Aground/ Off Mendanau Island, Indonesia/ 11 May 20. 

 
On 11 May 20, a Singapore flagged cargo ship ASIA PEARL IV ran aground around the waters of Mendanau Island, 

Belitung Regency, reportedly due to the possibility of “human error”. The ship was carrying 30,000 metric tons of 

sugar. As per reports, ASIA PEARL IV ship departed from Sriracha, Thailand for destination as Port of Merak Banten 

with a cargo of granulated sugar and ran aground in the waters of Mendanau Belitung Island.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update 

 

On 13 May 20, open sources reported that the ship listed to the port after grounding. The hull suffered vertical 

cracks on both port and starboard side in the midship area, above and below waterline. According to the Maritime 

and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) the vessel was warned by MPA's port operations control centre (POCC) 

the risk of grounding before the incident. There have been no reports of injury or pollution due to the incident. 

MPA stated that as the vessel ran aground south of the TSS, it did not affect the shipping traffic in the Singapore 

Strait Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS). However as a precautionary measure, POCC issued a safety broadcast for 

vessels in the vicinity to navigate with caution. Later, in an attempt to refloat the vessel, the cargo load onboard 

was transferred out to lighten the vessel, but it was difficult to refloat the vessel even during high tide as it 

grounded on rocky reefs. As of 09 Jun 20, vessel remained aground and local authorities were investigating the 

cause of incident along with plans to refloat the vessel.  

Update 

 

As per local media reports, the Iranian Navy's issued an official statement on 11 May 20 that 19 Navy personnel 

have been martyred and 15 were reported to be injured after the support ship KENARAK was hit by a new anti-

ship missile being tested by the frigate JAMARAN during an exercise. Further, the vessel was towed to the port for 

further investigations. KENARAK (A-1403) logistical and support vessel, a Hendijan - class ship, was purchased 

from Netherland over four decades ago. The vessel is armed with a 20 mm calibre cannon and four anti-ship 

cruise missile launchers. The ship has also been used for naval surveillance and reconnaissance missions. The 

vessel is also reportedly equipped with mine-laying capability and drone launchers. 
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 Fire/ Off Medan, Indonesia/ 11 May 20. 

 

On 11 May 20, an incident of fire was reported onboard an Indonesia flagged product tanker JAG LEELA, which was 

under repairs at the Waruna Shipyard, in Belawan, Medan. The fire was reported to have spread to a ship that was 

nearby as well. As per reports, thick black smoke was seen from the aft of the vessel, followed by a series of 

explosions. Reportedly, several workers sustained burns and were hospitalized. Fire engines and tugs were deployed to 

douse the fire. The fire was reported to be under control but not fully extinguished. 

 

 Aground/ Off Pelampung, Indonesia/ 12 May 20. 

 

On 12 May 20, a Marshall Island flagged chemical tanker SEA RIDER ran aground on the reef near Pelampung Island. 

Reportedly, the ship was underway in westbound lane of the Singapore Strait and was enroute to anchorage off Takong 

Island when it met with the accident.  

 Aground/ Padangbai Port, Indonesia/ 13 May 20. 

 

On 13 May 20, an Indonesia flagged vessel GUNSA 8 ran aground at the Port Padangbai in Manggis, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the vessel was about to dock at the port when it drifted due to strong winds. The vessel was refloated 

within few hours and was able to safely disembark its passengers and cargo. 

 

 SAR/ Off Davao, Philippnes/ 13 May 20. 

 

On 13 May 20, a Philippines Navy corvette BRP APOLINARIO MABINI  rendered 

assistance to the distressed vessel whilst patrolling the common maritime border 

between the Southern Philippines and Indonesia in the waters off Davao 

Occidental. The crew made radio contact with the fishermen to coordinate the 

subsequent rescue and towing operation. It was reported that damage to the main 

shafting had left the fishing boat drifting in the water. It had been adrift for 

approximately nine hours by the time the Corvette arrived for rescue. 

 

 Medevac/ Off St Francis Bay, South Africa/ 13 May 20. 

 

On 13 May 20, upon receiving a request for medical assistance onboard a trawler, a sea rescue craft from                           

NSRI ST FRANCIS BAY with a medical team was deployed to evacuate a fisherman suffering from a medical condition. 

The patient was evacuated and transported to hospital. 

 
 Fire/ Off General Santos City, Philippnes/ 15 May 20. 

 
On 15 May 20, a huge fire hit a fishing vessel docked in a private wharf in 

General Santos City leading to an estimated damage of USD 200 thousand. The 

major portions of the fishing vessel were damaged by the fire which started at the 

kitchen area and lasted about four hours. A dozen of fire trucks brought the fire 

under control. No person onboard suffered any injuries.  

 

 Medevac/ Off Domoni Anjouan, Comoros/ 18 May 20. 

 

On 18 May 20, Société Nationale de Sauvetage en Mer (SNSM) rescue boat carried out a medical evacuation of a crew 

member with appendicitis symptoms from a Netherlands flagged passenger vessel NIEUWAMSTERDAM. The patient 

along with another sick person were evacuated by rescue boat and transferred to the hospital for further treatment. 

Update 

 

On 13 May 20, as per open source reports, fire onboard led to death of seven personnel. Initial investigation 

revealed that the fire might have occured due to a short circuit. The oil tanks were reportedly empty as it had 

already been docked for a month for repairs. However, local authorities still wanted to confirm for the presence of 

residual oil and if it was related to the blaze. There were reportedly around 60 workers at the time of the incident.  
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 Mechanical Failure/ Off Haing Gyi Island, Myanmar/ 19 May 20. 

 

On 19 May 20, the Myanmar Navy ship rescued six crew after a small boat SU LATT PAING capsized off Haing Gyi 

Island. Whilst underway off Haing Gyi Island, the vessel encountered bad weather and suffered problem with engine 

cooling pump that caused the boat to flood and capsize. SAR Team of Myanmar Navy rescued all the crew members 

and assisted to pump out the water with submersible pump. The boat was later towed with local ship to Haing Gyi 

Island. 

 
 Capsize/ Off Mangaluru, India/ 19 May 20. 

 

On 19 May 20, a boat capsized in an incident after it was hit by strong winds. Reportedly, the boat was engaged in 

warning the other fishing boats while the work of laying pipeline was in progress for Mangaluru Refinery and 

Petrochemicals Ltd. The boat had five personnel onboard at the time of incident. Two members were reported missing 

of which one was rescued.  

 SAR/ Off Udupi, India/ 19 May 20. 

 

On 19 May 20, coastal police reported that six fishermen were rescued by crew of other boats who were onboard a 

fishing boat that sank in the waters off Malpe coast in Udupi district. Reportedly, the fishing boat SRI SWARNARAJ hit 

a rock after its steering broke in the mid-sea and subsequently capsized. The fishermen, who left the Malpe port on     

14 May 20 were returning with the fish catch after deep-sea fishing.  

 

 Missing/ Off Nusa Dua, Indonesia/ 20 May 20. 

 
On 20 May 20, a local fisherman went missing after his boat was found capsized in Nusa Dua. A joint SAR operation 

by the Navy and Police was launched to find the missing fisherman.  

 

 Medevac/ Off Karwar, India/ 21 May 20. 

 

On 21 May 20, the Indian Navy evacuated a crew member from a Panama flagged 

tanker VARDMAN off Karwar. Reportedly, the crew onboard suffered severe burn 

injuries on his face due to hot oil spillage.  Upon receipt of request for assistance from 

the anchored tanker, a Naval Fast Interceptor Craft (FIC) was sent immediately to 

evacuate the 24-year-old oiler man. Later, the oiler was transported to a hospital for 

further medical treatment.  

 

 Engine Failure/ Off Van Phong Bay, Vietnam/ 21 May 20. 

 

On 21 May 20, a Vietnam flagged general cargo ship HOANG THINH 268 encountered engine damage in the waters 

off Van Phong Bay in Khanh Hoa province. Reportedly, HOANG THINH 268 was later successfully towed to Van 

Phong Bay and was moored. 

 
 Engine Failure/ Off Oman/ 23 May 20. 

 
On 23 May 20, an Italy flagged product tanker GHETTY BOTTIGLIERI reportedly suffered engine failure in Arabian 

Sea while she was enroute from Amsterdam to Singapore. Later, the tanker was towed by a tug GLADIATOR to the 

nearest port.  

 

 SAR/ Off Indonesia/ 23 May 20. 

 
On 23 May 20, 36 Sri Lankan fishing vessels with total 150 fishermen onboard were rescued by Sri Lankan Navy 

warship SLNS SAMUDURA and were provided with fuel and supplies. Reportedly, the fishing vessels were drifted 

towards Indonesian waters due to strong waves and winds caused by cyclone AMPHAN.  
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 Fire/ Off Cape Town, South Africa/ 25 May 20. 

 

On 25 May 20, an incident of fire was reported onboard a Hong Kong flagged container ship                               

COSCO SAO PAULO while she was anchored off Cape Town, South Africa. Reportedly, the ship was taken to Cape 

Town port and berthed. No detailed information was available on extent of fire, damaged, destroyed or lost containers. 

 

 Collision/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 26 May 20. 

 

On 26 May 20, a Indonesia flagged cable laying vessel ASEAN EXPLORER was hit by a Portugal flagged cargo ship 

TRENTA. Reportedly, the collision occurred when TRENTA was crossing the bow of ASEAN EXPLORER. Batam VTS 

was contacted on VHF ch 16/84 and informed of the collision. As per reports the collision led to a dent on the starboard 

side of the bulbous bow of ASEAN EXPLORER with approx length 2m, width 1.5m and depth 5cm.  Indonesian Coast 

Guard officials boarded ASEAN EXPLORER for investigation and visual inspection of damages. 

 
 Capsize/ Off Mangaluru, India/ 26 May 20. 

 

On 26 May 20, a fishing boat hit the protective wall and capsized near the estuary of the old port of Mangaluru. All the 

nine fishermen in the boat were rescued by the policemen of Coastal Security Police Force and local fishermen. The 

boat was later pulled to the Bengre beach. 

 

 Medevac/ Off Port Elizabeth, South Africa/ 27 May 20. 

 

On 27 May 20, upon receiving the alert issued at the NSRI Port Elizabeth, the sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF TOFT 

evacuated an Indian sailor suffering from a medical problem from an ore carrier off Algoa Bay. Reportedly, the patient 

was transferred to a sea rescue craft and subsequently was transported to hospital on reaching ashore. 

   

 Medevac/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 28 May 20. 

 

On 28 May 20, Saudi Border Guards Ship AL-LAITH evacuated a 34-year old Chinese national sailor from a ship off 

the Jeddah Port in the Red Sea. Reportedly, the SAR Coordination Center in Jeddah (JMRCC) received a call from the 

Master of a Hong Kong flagged ship on illness of a sailor and requested for an urgent evacuation. Necessary medical 

measures were taken and the sailor is reported to be stable. 

 
 Violent Confrontation/ Off Goa, India/ 29 May 20.                                                                           

 

On 29 May 20, a fishing trawler SEA BLESSIA – I was boarded by 15 personnel belonging to the local fishing 

community from Malwan. Fresh fish catch and trawler’s equipment were reported to be stolen. No crew was reported 

to be injured. Master reported the incident to coastal police and accused personnel were apprehended subsequently.  

  

Comments.   The incident has been classified under maritime incidents as it involved minor confrontation between 

the crew and petty theft of fish. As per open source reports, the incident was an outcome of reported rivalry 

between the crew members of the fishing boats. No damage was reported to the crew and trawler.  

Measures by Maritime Agencies during Very Severe Cyclone AMPHAN 

 

During the Very Severe Cyclone AMPHAN, the various national maritime agencies had coordinated to sensitise the 

fishing community and mariners which prevented any loss of fishermen or fishing vessels at sea. Based on the 

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) warning regarding forming of deep depression over Bay of Bengal, the 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) had deployed ships and aircraft to direct fishing vessels at sea to return to safety, while 

shore stations relayed warnings in vernacular advising the fishermen to not to venture out in sea. As per ICG, 

about six ships and 2 aircraft were deployed daily on Eastern Coast to issue warnings to fishing vessels at sea.  
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 Very Super Cyclone AMPHAN. 

 

         
 

 

The Severe Cyclonic Storm AMPHAN over central parts of South Bay of Bengal (BoB) intensified into a Very Severe 

Cyclonic Storm on 17 May 20 over the same area. It intensified into an Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm over West 

Central Bay of Bengal during early hours of 18 May 20 and further into a Super Cyclonic Storm by the afternoon of     

18 May 20 over the same region. In the morning of 20 May 20, Super Cyclone AMPHAN centered as an Extremely 

Severe Cyclonic Storm  over  northwest  Bay  of  Bengal, approximately 125 km East-Southeast of  Paradip, Odisha and 

made landfall in afternoon between Digha in West Bengal and Hatiya island in Bangladesh. The timely and accurate 

forecast by Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), advance deployment of National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) and preparedness by Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard facilitated in evacuation of about 5,00,000 

people in West Bengal and 200,000 in Odisha. IFC-IOR disseminated regular advisories and updates through emails 

and its website for the benefit of maritime community. Reportedly, the cyclone packed with powerful winds and heavy 

rains killed at least 80 people in West Bengal and another 10 across the border in Bangladesh. 

 

Appreciation by World Meteorological Organisation 

 

The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) lauded the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) for providing timely information and 

accurate prediction of the cyclone „Amphan‟. In a letter dated 02 Jun 

addressed to IMD Director General Mrutunjay Mohapatra, WMO Secretary-

General E Manaenkova thanked the IMD for sharing advisory bulletins 

every three hours during the cyclone „Amphan.‟ 

According to the letter, the advisory bulletins were distributed to all 

Members of the WMO/ESCAP panels on Tropical Cyclones, in particular 

Bangladesh, to provide accurate and consistent forecasting information from 

genesis until the demise of the super cyclone „Amphan‟. The advisories were 

also well utilised by other entities of WMO including the WMO Secretariat in 

Geneva. These advisories enabled the UN agency to alert other agencies to 

take preventive steps in a timely manner. 

 
 

 

 

  

NATURAL EVENTS 
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 Fired upon/ East edge of IRTC, Gulf of Aden/ 17 May 20.   
 

On 17 May 20, UK flagged chemical products tanker STOLT APAL was attacked approximately 100 nm off Yemen by 

two skiffs. It was reported that the pirates approached the Stolt Apal in two skiffs. After multiple warning shots were 

fired by the armed guard team aboard the MT, the skiffs opened fire on the ship. The armed guard team returned fire, 

disabling one skiff and ending the pursuit. The Bridge area of the tanker sustained minor bullet damage. However, no 

injuries  or  pollution were reported.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman Update 
 

    
 

With inputs from Industry Releasable Threat bulletin (IRTB) issued by Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) and 

European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the incident has not been classified as piracy as no boarding 

equipment was seen on the skiffs and the motives are still unclear. The piracy indicators were not noticed and the 

circumstances of the incident were not consistent with typical modus operandi employed by perpetrators in the 

region. Further, reportedly the kind of return fire experienced by the ship from the skiffs and explosion of the second 

skiff due to heavy explosives onboard are not suggestive of an approach by a Pirate Action Group. Considering the 

geopolitical situation in the region, likelihood of non state actors being involved in this incident with a motive other 

than a piracy threat cannot be ruled out. Vessels are requested to remain vigilant and to adhere to BMP5 when 

transiting the Gulf of Aden and Southern Red Sea. 
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 Crew changeovers needed urgently to support safe flow of commerce by sea. 

 

During a virtual IMO-industry meeting hosted by IMO on 30 Apr, IMO Secretary General and shipping industries 

agreed that the need for crew changeovers to take place is of utmost urgency. Many seafarers onboard ships and 

personnel in the offshore industry have been on enforced extended contracts during the COVID-19 pandemic, with 

restrictions on travel making it difficult for crew turnaround. These extended stays on board could have significant 

repercussions for crew wellbeing as well as for ship operations.  

 

   Major IMO-industry alliance broadens scope of action to cut ship emissions. 
 

In a Global Industry Alliance (GIA) task force meeting held over videoconference on 14- 15 May 20, it was brought 

out that a key IMO initiative supporting ship decarbonization – the GIA to Support Low Carbon Shipping – will 

intensify its work on the ship-port interface to reduce emissions from ships. During the meeting, 21 participants from 

the industry and the IMO Secretariat discussed progress on a number of ongoing projects and set tangible goals for the 

GIA up to 2023.  

 

 

 UN agencies issue urgent call for action on crew changes 

 

In a joint statement on 22 May 20, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) and International Labour Organization (ILO) advised that from the middle of June 2020, around 

150,000 seafarers a month will require international flights to ensure crew changeovers can take place. Half of these 

seafarers need to be repatriated home by aircraft while the other half will be joining ships. In order to pave the way for 

crew change, ICAO, IMO and ILO urged "key worker" designation for seafarers, marine personnel, fishing vessel 

personnel, offshore energy sector personnel, aviation personnel, air cargo supply chain personnel, and service provider 

personnel at airports and ports, regardless of nationality. The detailed statement can be accessed at 

https://www.icao.int/Security/COVID-19/Documents/ILO_Statement.pdf 

 

 Seychelles Coast Guard gains new powers to fight illegal activity. 

 

The Seychelles Coast Guard got new powers to fight illegal activity in the island nation's waters after a new law came 

into force. The new law provides a legislative framework to govern the activities of the Seychelles Coast Guard. 

Previously the Coast Guard carried out its duties under other laws, including the Seychelles Fisheries Act, the 

Maritimes Zones Act and the Penal Code. It also gives the Coast Guard the same powers of arrest in the maritime 

Events of Interest 
 

Global Industry Alliance (GIA)  
 

The GIA is an innovative public-private partnership initiative of IMO that brings together maritime industry 

leaders to support an energy-efficient and low carbon maritime transport system. The GIA was set up as part of 

IMO‟s Global Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnerships (GloMEEP) project in 2017, but is now running under 

Green Voyage 2050 following a new agreement, earlier this year, signed by 14 companies, which have committed 

to financial and in-kind contributions, such as sharing expertise, until 2023. 

 

Global Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnerships (GloMEEP) 

 

GloMEEP is a GEF-UNDP-IMO project aimed at supporting the uptake and implementation of energy efficiency 

measures for shipping, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions from shipping. GloMEEP supports ten Lead 

Pilot Countries of the project to implement these measures, through: 

1. Legal, policy and institutional reforms; 

2. Awareness raising and capacity-building activities; and 

3. Establishment of public-private partnerships to encourage technology transfer. 

The Lead Pilot Countries (LPCs) of the GloMEEP Project are: Argentina, China, Georgia, India, Jamaica, 

Malaysia, Morocco, Panama, Philippines and South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icao.int/Security/COVID-19/Documents/ILO_Statement.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/PartnershipsProjects/Pages/GlooMEEP.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/PartnershipsProjects/Pages/GlooMEEP.aspx
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zones as the police, and the Coast Guards will be able to make arrests and gather evidence on land, in particular the 

outer islands, in connection with an offence committed in the maritime zones. 

 

Mission Sagar By Indian Navy - 10 May 20 

 

As part of the Government of India outreach amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Indian Naval Ship Kesari 

departed for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, to provide Food Items, COVID related 

Medicines including HCQ Tablets and Special Ayurvedic Medicines with Medical Assistance Teams embarked, on 

10 May 20. This deployment as „MISSION SAGAR‟, is in line with India‟s role as the first responder in the region 

and builds on the excellent relations existing between these countries to battle the COVID-19 pandemic and its 

resultant difficulties. The deployment is in consonance with the Indian Prime Minister‟s vision of Security and 

Growth for All in the Region „SAGAR‟ and highlights the importance accorded by India to relations with her 

neighbouring countries and further strengthens the existing bond. The operation is being progressed in close 

coordination with the Ministries of Defence and External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India. 

580 tonnes of food aid was supplied to Maldives under this mission on 12 May 20. A supply of essential medicines 

was delivered to Mauritius, Madagascar and Comoros in the month of May 20. 

    
 

 

Operation SAMUDRA SETU 

 

Indian Navy has launched Operation SAMUDRA SETU - meaning SEA BRIDGE, as a part of national effort to 

repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa and Magar commenced evacuation 

operations from port of Male, Maldives on 08 May 20 as part of Phase-I and evacuated 698 and 202 Indian 

nationals respectively. In Phase-II, 588 Indians were evacuated by INS Jalashwa from Maldives on 17 May. The 

ships have been suitably provisioned for the evacuation operation. The evacuated personnel were provided the 

basic amenities and medical facilities during the sea-passage. In view of the unique challenges associated with 

COVID-19 stringent protocols were also stipulated. This operation is being progressed in close coordination with 

Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, Home Affairs, Health and various other agencies of the Government of 

India and State governments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 35     

 
 

 

 

 Maritime Community Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak. Various advisories to maritime community have 

been released by IMO and India’s Director General Shipping in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. IFC-IOR has compiled 

various references below for the benefit of maritime community particularly operating in Indian Ocean. 
 

Gen for Mariners 
 

COVID-19 Advisories Related to Maritime Community 

 

  IMO Circular dated 05 May 20 on Recommendations for governments and relevant national authorities on 

facilitating the movement of offshore energy sector personnel during COVID-19 pandemic can be accessed at   

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.13%20-

%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-

%20Recommendations%20For%20Governments%20And%20Relevant%20National%20Authorities.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India‟s DG Shipping Addendum to DGS Order No 12 of 2020 dated 06 May 20 regarding 

Standard Operating Procedures / Protocols (SOP) for controlled crew change at anchorages within port limits 

can be accessed at  

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005060325076601308Addendum1toDGSOrder12of2020Co

ntrolledcrewchangeatanchorage.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 06 May 20 on COVID-19 related guidelines for ensuring a safe shipboard interface 

between ship and shore-based personnel can be accessed at   

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%

20No.4204-Add.16%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Covid-

19%20Related%20Guidelines%20For%20Ensuring%20A%20Safe%20Shipboard.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 06 May 20 on World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  information  and  guidance  on  the  

safe  and  effective  use  of  Personal  Protective  Equipment  (PPE)   can be accessed at   

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%

20No.4204-Add.15%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Personal%20Protective%20Equipment.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India‟s DG Shipping Addendum to DGS Order No 12 of 2020 dated 08 May 20 regarding 

Standard Operating Procedures / Protocols (SOP) for controlled crew change at anchorages within port limits 

can be accessed at  

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005091045356090089Addendum2toDGSOrder12of2020.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India‟s DG Shipping DGS Order No 13 of 2020 dated 21 May 20 regarding Extension to the 

validity of Seafarer’s Certificates and Ship’s Statutory Certificates, Periodical Surveys and Audits in view of 

COVID-19 can be accessed at  

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005210619393814379DGS_Order13of2020.pdf 

 

 IMO Circular dated 21 May 20 on Preparing for post COVID-19 operations:considerations and practicalities 

for port community systems, single window and other electronic exchange platforms can be accessed at 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%

20No.4204-Add.17%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Preparing%20For%20Post%20Covid-

19%20OperationsConsiderations.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India‟s DG Shipping Merchant Shipping Notice No 09 of 2020 dated 22 May 20 regarding 

Launch of e-module for reporting of Indian seafarers awaiting their repatriation at foreign port/ ship due to 

COVID-19 can be accessed at  

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005220721494793182MSNotice90f2020docx.pdf 

 

 DG Shipping – India‟s DG Shipping Merchant Shipping Notice No 10 of 2020 dated 27 May 20 regarding 

Garbage collection from ships calling at ports and reception facility to all the ships calling their ports on dealing 

with COVID-19 can be accessed at  

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005291012042964707MSNotice10of2020.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.13%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Recommendations%20For%20Governments%20And%20Relevant%20National%20Authorities.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.13%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Recommendations%20For%20Governments%20And%20Relevant%20National%20Authorities.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.13%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid-19)%20-%20Recommendations%20For%20Governments%20And%20Relevant%20National%20Authorities.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005060325076601308Addendum1toDGSOrder12of2020Controlledcrewchangeatanchorage.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005060325076601308Addendum1toDGSOrder12of2020Controlledcrewchangeatanchorage.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.16%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Covid-19%20Related%20Guidelines%20For%20Ensuring%20A%20Safe%20Shipboard.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.16%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Covid-19%20Related%20Guidelines%20For%20Ensuring%20A%20Safe%20Shipboard.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.16%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Covid-19%20Related%20Guidelines%20For%20Ensuring%20A%20Safe%20Shipboard.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.15%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Personal%20Protective%20Equipment.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.15%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Personal%20Protective%20Equipment.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005091045356090089Addendum2toDGSOrder12of2020.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005210619393814379DGS_Order13of2020.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.17%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Preparing%20For%20Post%20Covid-19%20OperationsConsiderations.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.17%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Preparing%20For%20Post%20Covid-19%20OperationsConsiderations.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Documents/COVID%20CL%204204%20adds/Circular%20Letter%20No.4204-Add.17%20-%20Coronavirus%20(Covid%2019)%20-%20Preparing%20For%20Post%20Covid-19%20OperationsConsiderations.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005220721494793182MSNotice90f2020docx.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005291012042964707MSNotice10of2020.pdf
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 Global shipping body addresses the health concerns of seafarers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) has issued updated health guidance 

for the global shipping industry to ensure ship operators and crew can safely deal 

with seafarers struggling with medical conditions during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The Secretary General of the ICS stated that this guidance would give 

confidence to national governments that crew changes can and must be carried 

out, especially when there are critically ill crew members on board. Since the 

outbreak of the virus, Covid-19 related restrictions and the drastic reduction of air 

traffic have prevented over 200,000 seafarers from routine changeovers. The new 

guidance should serve as a reassurance to governments and port authorities that it 

is fully possible to conduct crew changes in a safe and effective manner. The 

COVID-19 Guidance for Ship Operators for the Protection of the Health of 

Seafarers published by ICS can be accessed at https://www.ics-

shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid-19-guidance-for-ship-

operators-for-the-protection-of-the-health-of-seafarers-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=4 

 

 

 SWFS declares COVID-19 scheme for seafarers. 

 

Seafarers Welfare Fund Society (SWFS) has declared COVID-19 Assistance Scheme for the seafarers with Indian 

Continuous Discharge Certificate (CDC). The scheme has been started for the betterment of seafarers who have faced 

bad times during COVID-19 pandemic. It will be a sigh of relief for the seafarers. The scheme is applicable for a 

limited period from 01 Feb 20 to 31 Dec 20. The seafarers and the family patient treatment will get INR 100,000 and in 

case of death of a seafarer INR 200,000 will be given as support for the next of kin. An amount of INR 12 million has 

been sanctioned for this scheme. The detailed circular on welfare scheme can be accessed on DG Shipping website at 

https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005240150323470513SWFSCircular01of2020.pdf 

 

 Helpline cases triple as seafarers seek help during COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

International 24-hour helpline SeafarerHelp, operated by the International Seafarers' 

Welfare and Assistance Network (ISWAN), has experienced a surge in demand as the 

novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic affects seafarers worldwide. Upto 01 May 20, 

the helpline recorded over 470 COVID-19 related cases affecting more than 7,000 

seafarers. So far, the most common COVID-19 related problem reported by seafarers to 

SeafarerHelp is difficulty with repatriation. The helpline officers are trained in 

counselling skills, emotional support and suicide risk assessment and have been 

supporting seafarers contacting the helpline with stress and anxiety caused by the 

COVID-19 crisis. ISWAN's SeafarerHelp is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and the helpline team speaks a 

number of different languages. Seafarers and their families can contact the helpline via a range of channels including 

telephone, e-mail, WhatsApp and Live Chat, and speak confidentially to a trained helpline officer. More information 

about SeafarerHelp and contact details can be found at www.seafarerhelp.org  

 

 Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of May 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on 

IFC-IOR website for reference.  

  

https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid-19-guidance-for-ship-operators-for-the-protection-of-the-health-of-seafarers-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid-19-guidance-for-ship-operators-for-the-protection-of-the-health-of-seafarers-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/resources/covid-19-guidance-for-ship-operators-for-the-protection-of-the-health-of-seafarers-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/News/202005240150323470513SWFSCircular01of2020.pdf
http://www.seafarerhelp.org/
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Inputs from International Liaison Officers posted at IFC-IOR 

 

IMO 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

Stable Seas 

 

Lloyds 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

GARD 

 

Windward 

 
Safety4sea 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/ 
  

Sources/ News Links 
 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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 Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety 

in the IOR.  

 

 Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant 

to maritime safety and security. 

 

 Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond. 

 

 Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common 

concern with participants.  

 

 Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, 

exercises (Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc). 

 

 Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance 

and Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

 Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest 

(VOIs) and share with concerned agencies. 

 

 Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

 Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

 Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

 Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international 

agencies. 

  

Charter of IFC-IOR 
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Notes 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. 

The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure 

safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure 

veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained 

therein. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to 

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing 

threats in the maritime domain.  The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is 

not reflective of the views of the Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact the 

IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

